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In 1890, with Britain in the throes of the industrial revolution, William Morris,
textile designer, poet, novelist, translator and social activist, wrote his utopian
romance, News From Nowhere, in which he described his uplifting dream of what
civilization might become—the friend, rather than the enemy, of nature, fraternity,
cultural heritage, and worthy and pleasurable labor. A powerful vision, it inspired
social reform movements and communities rooted in utopian ideals.

Clive Wilmer edited the Penquin Classics anthology, William
Morris: News From Nowhere and Other Writings. He was born in
Harrogate in 1945, grew up in London and was educated at
King's College, Cambridge. He is Emeritus Fellow in English at
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and an Honorary Fellow of
Anglia Ruskin university. He is a poet with seven collections of
poetry published. Besides the Morris anthology, he has edited
editions of John Ruskin, and Dante Gabriel Rossetti. In 2009 he
was appointed Master of the Guild of St George, the charity
founded by Ruskin in 1871. He has edited the essays of
Thom Gunn and Donald Davie, and has translated widely
from modern Hungarian poetry. An occasional broadcaster,
he fronted BBC Radio 3’s Poet of the Month programs.

Nicholas Friend was born in London and educated at Oxford
and Cambridge. He was a Morris Society Committee
member for ten years and served as chair of the Committee
celebrating the centenary of Morris’s News from Nowhere in
1990. He has regularly lectured on Morris for Sotheby’s in
London, UK. For 25 years he was Academic Director of the
Cambridge University Art History Summer School, and next
year he celebrates 30 years as Founder-Director of the London
cultural study society, INSCAPE. He regularly lectures in
London at the Art Workers Guild in Bloomsbury London, and
leads arts, architectural and heritage study tours in the UK, US
and Europe.  A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, he is also a
Companion of the Guild of St George. He and Clive Wilmer
have been colleagues and good friends for 30 years.
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